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Data Sources 
 
CMS Enrollment Data by County and Contract (February 2010) - http://www.cms.gov/MCRAdvPartDEnrolData/MMAESCC/list.asp#TopOfPage 

CMS 2010 Star Rating information – www.medicare.gov 

Medicare Advantage Ratebooks for 2010 and 2011 - http://www.cms.gov/MedicareAdvtgSpecRateStats/11_Ratebook.asp#TopOfPage 
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Methodology Information 
 
Benchmarks for 2011 will be frozen at the 2010 level.  The benchmarks for later years are show in the table in 2010 dollars for comparison, 
but they will increase each year to reflect increases in underlying FFS costs. Depending on the size of the reduction in benchmarks, counties 
have either a 2-year, 4-year, or 6-year transition to fully phased-in new benchmarks. The table does not show benchmarks for 2016 and 
2017 for those counties that fall into the 6-year transition.   
 
These numbers include the following: 

 The IME phase-out which was passed as part of MIPPA 2008 and continues into the future  
 The adjustments to FFS payment rates (95%-115%) by county payment quartiles  
 The 5% quality bonus phased in beginning in 2012  
 The separate 5% urban floor/low FFS quality bonus phased-in beginning in 2012 
 Caps reflecting the provision that new benchmarks, including quality bonuses, may not be larger than current law benchmarks 
 Phase-in of transitions between current payment and future payments as noted above 

 
These numbers do not include the following: 

 Changes to rebate percentages based on CMS star ratings phased in beginning in 2012 
 Coding intensity adjustments 
 Medicare as Secondary Payer (MSP) adjustments 
 FFS Normalization adjustments 

 
The analysis reflects the following assumptions: 

 The determination of county transition amounts is done before application of quality bonuses 
 Counties do not change payment quartiles over time 
 Counties do not change MA penetration rate over time 
 Counties do not change underlying FFS rates in comparison to the national average over time 
 Counties do not change “urban floor” status over time 

 


